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The	Good	Shepherd	
Mark	6:30-44	

Leadership	change	is	as	sure	as	
the	tide.	Leaders	end	their	term,	
get	voted	out,	retire	or	die.	When	
the	new	one	begins,	first	
impressions	are	powerful.		
Canada	is	in	transition.	People	are	
tuned	in.	What’s	the	new	Prime	
Minister	going	to	do	first?	What’s	
he	going	to	say?	These	are	
defining	moments.	Interest	can	
only	be	sustained	for	so	long.	
Some	rise	to	these	moments	and	
endear	themselves	to	the	public.	
Others	become	victims	of	
happenstance:	known	publicly	for	
a	fumble…or	an	elbow.		
Today	is	about	leadership	change	
and	a	defining	moment.	After	400	
years	of	silence,	the	people	of	
Israel	are	given	a	messenger	from	
God.	Thousands	of	Israelites	come	
to	see	this	fiery	wilderness	
prophet,	John	the	Baptist.	His	
message	is	very	simple,	“Prepare	
the	way	for	the	Lord.	Repent	and	
be	baptized!”	John	freely	taught	
that	he	was	not	the	Christ,	but	to	
expect	one	more	powerful	and	
righteous…who	will	baptize	with	
the	Holy	Spirit.	When	Jesus	
showed	up	in	the	wilderness,	John	
said	Jesus	must	increase	while	he	
must	decrease	(Jn	3:30).	John	was	
given	special	knowledge	from	
God’s	that	it	was	time	for	a	

leadership	change.	He	would	be	
held	in	prison	till	the	Lord	took	
him	home.		
Jesus	begins	His	ministry	much	
further	North…just	after	John	is	
seized	by	Herod	Antipas.	Jesus	
teaches	about	God	in	a	new	
way…it	amazes	and	confounds	
both	foe	and	follower.	He	does	
things	no	one	has	seen	before,	
casting	out	demons,	healing	the	
sick,	and	raising	a	dead	girl	to	life.	
His	bid	to	keep	a	low	profile	is	
becoming	impossible.	Yet	he	sticks	
to	the	small	towns	and	more	
remote	places.	These	remote	
places	in	the	North	are	also	the	
gathering	places	for	rebels	against	
Rome.	There	are	some	mixed	
ideas	about	Jesus’	purpose.	A	
prophet	like	Elijah	or	John?	Or	
someone	greater?	
Now	news	about	Herod’s	
execution	of	John	is	spreading	and	
a	new	era	is	beginning.	Jesus	is	the	
only	living	voice	of	God	to	guide	
the	people	of	Israel.	Jesus	is	now	a	
household	name	in	Galilee.	Even	
Herod’s	city,	Tiberius,	which	does	
not	have	a	strong	Jewish	presence,	
is	buzzing	with	reports	about	
Jesus.	King	Herod	is	haunted	by	
the	thought	that	Jesus	is	the	
righteous	John	resurrected…even	
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more	powerful.	He	wants	to	see	
Jesus	with	His	own	eyes	(Lk	9:9).	
Jesus	receives	the	news	about	His	
cousin’s	death,	just	as	his	12	
deputies	get	back	to	report	on	
their	first	mission	to	free	captives	
from	Satan.	His	next	move	
becomes	a	defining	moment	in	
history:	recorded	closely	by	all	
four	gospels	for	the	first	churches	
to	hear.	Are	we	still	listening?		
Prayer	
What	does	God	wants	us	to	think	
about	Jesus’	defining	moment?		
	

The	mission	is	so	successful,	
crowds	are	buzzing	around	them	
to	the	point	where	they	can’t	eat	
and	talk	together	without	constant	
interruption.	
v30-32		After	Testing,	Rest	
Quote	by	Vance	Hauner:	“If	you	
don’t	come	apart	and	rest,	you	will	
come	apart.”	Jesus	recognizes	
human	limitations.	The	news	
about	John	would	have	hit	them	
all	hard.	They	needed	reflection	
time.	They	also	needed	time	to	
talk	freely	about	their	first	mission	
(apostles)…so	Jesus	could	respond	
with	encouragement	and	teaching.	
Finally,	they	needed	physical	
nourishment	and	rest	to	be	
renewed.	Jesus	demands	a	lot	
from	his	workers	but	he	is	knows	
what	their	going	through.	And	as	a	
spiritual	leader	He	would	have	

directed	them	to	prayer…even	on	
the	lake.	Bringing	their	burdens	
and	hopes	to	the	Father.	Whatever	
Jesus	did,	it	prepared	Him	for	an	
extraordinary	reaction	to	an	
upsetting	situation.		
How	many	have	gone	on	a	short-
term	mission?	Do	you	remember	
taking	a	day	or	two	at	the	end	just	
to	rest,	share,	learn	and	praise	
God?	Debriefing	and	rest	
together	moves	experiences	into	
deeply	effective	teaching	
moments.	It’s	the	reason	why	
some	groups	come	back	from	a	
mission	trip	matured.	While	
others	come	back	and	talk	about	
their	stop	in	Disneyland	at	the	end	
–	and	soon	fall	back	into	the	same	
old	thinking	patterns.	
What	if	your	tired	team	finished	a	
two-week	mission	with	lots	of	
exciting	news	to	share	but	drained	
and	hungry.	And	you	drive	an	
hour	to	your	getaway	destination.	
You	pull	up	and	you	see	the	
orphanage	bus	parked	at	your	
rented	lodge…kids	streaming	
toward	you.	The	orphanage	
workers	paddling	away	in	the	
canoes	you	rented	for	going	to	a	
quiet	island	retreat	with	a	
prepared	banquet.	Would	you	be	
full	of	compassion?		
V33	Crashing	the	Retreat	
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Like	the	cat	that	keeps	coming	
back	for	more	attention…the	
crowds	crash	the	retreat.		
V34	The	Good	Shepherd	
This	is	a	defining	moment	in	Jesus’	
ministry.	This	is	where	the	Son	of	
God	shows	His	meddle.	Not	a	
person	on	the	track	can	keep	up	
with	Jesus	at	this	point	in	the	race.	
Most	people	are	quick	to	point	out	
how	God	crushes	His	enemies	and	
disciplines	His	people.	But	they	
forget	His	patience	and	His	
compassion	for	those	undeserving	
of	His	grace:	the	leaderless	sheep.		
Jesus	is	moved	when	He	sees	the	
crowds	who	need	directing	for	
protection	and	nourishment.	They	
need	hope	–	especially	with	news	
that	their	ruler	has	no	regard	for	
their	spiritual	condition:	killing	
John,	their	prophet.		
	

Jesus’	first	expression	of	
compassion	is	teaching	(Mk	1:38).	
Dr.	Luke’s	account	(9:11)	tells	us	
that	Jesus	spoke	of	the	kingdom	of	
God	and	healed	the	sick.	As	
always,	His	teaching	to	the	
crowds	would	be	full	of	stories,	
analogies	and	riddles….parables	
that	share	God’s	truth	in	a	way	
that	can	be	looked	at	from	many	
angles.	But	takes	belief	and	deeper	
knowledge	from	God	to	fully	
understand	and	apply.		

Jesus	teaches	directly	too	(not	the	
focus	in	Mark’s	Gospel).	Back	
when	Jesus	chose	the	12,	the	
Sermon	on	the	Mount	was	aimed	
at	His	disciples	(Matt	5-7).	He	taught	
on	God’s	view	of	the	poor,	hungry,	
sad,	faithful,	and	persecuted.	He	
taught	about	love	for	enemies,	
restraint	from	judging	others,	
hypocrisy,	good	works,	putting	
faith	into	practice	and	prayer.	
Some	of	the	teaching	was	meant	to	
be	received	right	away	and	some	
not	until	He	rose	to	glory	and	sent	
the	Helper.		
Jesus	taught	for	a	long	time.	How	
are	the	disciples	doing?	Probably	
the	same	as	us…getting	impatient.	
A	crashed	retreat	and	the	
speaker’s	going	overtime.	They’re	
hungry…even	hangry.	Finally,	they	
approach	Jesus	with	a	plan	that’s	
fair	for	everyone…especially	them.	
V35-36		Dismiss	the	Crowds	
Sounds	totally	reasonable.	I	
couldn’t	have	done	better.	
V37a		Not	done,	you	feed	them.	
We	discussed	Jesus’	solution	at	
Wednesday	Bible	and	Prayer	time	
(7pm	at	LGC).	We	would	have	
said,	“We	can’t	feed	them!”		
Yet	doesn’t	this	sound	familiar?	
Some	of	Jesus’	final	instructions:	
“Feed	my	lambs…Take	care	of	my	
sheep…	Feed	my	sheep…Follow	
Me.	(Jn	21:15ff)	
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V37b	Is	that	wise?	
Can	you	picture	the	12	going	to	
stingy	Judas	for	months	of	their	
support	fund	and	trekking	down	
to	Bethsaida	Julias	to	buy	out	the	
whole	food	market	(still	wouldn’t	
be	enough)	and	then	hiring	a	
couple	hundred	workers	to	haul	
the	food	up	to	the	banquet	in	the	
wilderness?	Is	that	a	good	use	of	
ministry	money?	
This	reminds	me	of	my	youth	
ministry	days.	Having	to	answer	
for	the	way	I	managed	the	youth	
budget.	There	always	seemed	to	
be	a	grumpy	old	person	who	
questioned	me	hard	if	I	spent	any	
money	on	food.	Do	you	think	it’s	
wise	to	use	ministry	money	for	
food?	You	could	get	the	ladies	to	
bring	food	(vegetables,	muffins	
and	raison	cookies).	Why	in	my	
day…we	didn’t	eat	food!	Well	
sometimes	with	teens,	pizza	is	just	
the	way	to	go.	Food	shows	care.	It	
gets	to	their	stomach	and	heart.		
In	the	midst	of	their	protest,	Jesus	
follows	up	with	specific	direction.	
V38a	What	can	you	find?	
Brilliant.	Jesus	already	knows	
what	he’s	going	to	do	but	he	
involves	them	in	the	mystery	God	
is	going	to	solve.	It’s	another	
lesson	on	dependence.	Last	time	
they	had	to	depend	on	God	to	
receive	help	for	their	needs.	Now	

they	will	have	to	depend	on	God	to	
give	help.			
Measuring	how	much	you	have	is	
a	good	principle	for	ministry	but	
don’t	leaves	out	the	faith	in	God	
factor.		
And	honestly,	the	first	time	I	
heard	big	ideas	about	sponsoring	
children	for	camp,	the	first	thing	
that	came	to	mind	was	caution.	
Let’s	be	reasonable.	What	if	we	
promise	something	we	can’t	
deliver?	Or	obligates	us	longer	
than	we	planned.	What	if,	what	if	
what	if.	Or	is	this	just	a	lack	of	will	
to	stretch	our	faith	in	God?	
Consider	Tom	the	camp	director	
at	Lake	of	the	Trees…some	of	his	
promised	funding	falls	through	
but	he	starts	building	anyway:	
convinced	this	is	the	right	thing	to	
do	in	God’s	eyes.	Irresponsible	or	
faithful?		
V38b	One	Boy’s	Supper	
Actually,	not	even	a	crumb	of	that	
food	was	found	among	the	12.	
Andrew	managed	to	find	a	boy’s	
supper	(Jn	6:8-9).	One	mom	
insisted	little	Johnny	bring	food	
(small	flat	loaves	and	dried,	salted	
fish).	What	a	story	Johnny	would	
have	coming	home.	“I	gave	my	
lunch	to	Jesus.”	Whatever	we	give	
to	God,	He	can	bless	and	multiply.	
We	get	to	be	His	distributers.	
V39-44	2-Fold	Care	
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5000	men	(besides	women	and	
children)	would	empty	several	
towns.	And	from	this	vast	feeding,	
the	disciples	clean	up	the	scraps	
and	end	up	filling	12	baskets.	Why	
mention	that	detail?		
Wasting	is	a	sin?	No.	12	is	a	
significant	number-representing	
the	people	of	God.	It	is	meant	to	be	
a	symbol	of	God	blessing	the	
banquet	of	Jesus	and	His	new	
Israel.	We	have	here,	several	
pictures	–	past,	present	and	
future.	
It	looks	back	at	the	multiplying	
miracle	of	Elisha	2	Kings	4…but	
this	is	greater.	God	provided	
manna	and	quail	for	Israel	under	
the	leadership	of	Moses…yet	this	
is	both	bread	and	meat	together	
and	on	green	grass.	In	the	
present	it	is	a	contrast	with	
another	recent	banquet.	Herod’s	
banquet	is	for	the	important	–	in	a	
palace	with	entertainment	to	
please	the	eyes.	But	the	result	is	
turmoil	and	death.	Jesus’	banquet	
is	for	the	desperate	crowds.	It’s	
simply	out	in	the	wilderness	yet	it	
satisfied	everyone.	At	the	end	of	
Jesus	ministry,	He	will	again	hold	
up	bread,	break	it	and	give	it	to	
the	disciples…in	memory	of	His	
sacrifice	and	in	future	hope	that	
they	will	drink	together	again	with	
Him	in	paradise.	In	the	future,	

Jesus	is	Lord	of	the	great	marriage	
supper	of	the	Lamb	for	all	
believers	in	heaven		
(Rev	19:9	VS.	17-21).		
When	we	put	it	all	together	we	see	
the	one	more	powerful	than	all	
the	prophets	and	Moses	together.	
We	see	the	Son	of	God.	The	Good	
Shepherd	transforms	the	
wilderness	into	a	place	of	
nourishment	and	rest	for	the	
multitudes.	Do	the	disciples	get	
this	is	a	defining	moment	in	Jesus’	
ministry?	A	moment	that	fulfills	
John	the	Baptist’s	prophesies?	
We’ll	see.	
A	shepherd’s	job	is	especially	vital	
when	there	are	no	fences.	They	
stay	with	the	sheep	at	all	cost,	
guiding,	protecting,	and	walking	
with	them	through	the	fields	
• leading	to	food	and	water		
• mindful	of	the	sheep’s	condition	

(Gen.	33:13)	They	gather	lambs	
that	cannot	keep	up	in	their	
arms	(Isa.	40:11).	They	seek	out	
lost	sheep;	and	carry	them	back	
to	the	fold	on	their	shoulders	
(Luke	15:5)	

• They	guard	against	predators	
and	thieves	(Acts	20:28,	Titus	1:10ff).	

May	all	our	maturing	believers	
take	up	the	mantle	that	Jesus	gave	
Peter.	To	be	Christ’s	
undershepherds.		
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How	do	we	respond	to	Jesus	as	our	
good	shepherd?		
Can	we	view	ourselves	as	sheep?		
Certainly,	this	runs	contrary	to	
some	of	the	ideas	that	form	our	
culture.	It’s	more	like	do	what	is	
right	in	your	own	eyes.	Leading	
Canadians	is	more	like	herding	
cats.		
Do	we	follow	when	we	hear	His	
voice?		
Do	we	depend	on	God,	when	he	
asks	us	to	feed	His	sheep?		
Do	we	say	it’s	impossible…or	
bring	to	Him	what	little	we	have	
found?	
Do	we	still	appreciate	His	choices	
of	nourishment…teaching,	testing	
and	correction?		
Do	we	pay	attention	to	the	
condition	of	our	soul	and	those	in	
our	charge…to	come	apart	for	
quiet	and	rest	with	Him?	
When	we	are	faced	with	a	difficult	
situation,	its	ok	to	measure	our	
resources	but	always	depend	on	
God.	The	little	we	have	is	all	God	
needs.	And	then	we	get	to	tell	the	
story	of	His	provision.	
	

Did	you	notice	there	is	no	mention	
of	a	reaction	to	this	amazing	
miracle?		
That’s	because	Mark	wants	us	to	
see	the	heart	of	the	one	behind	the	
miracle.	The	Good	Shepherd	who	

knows	the	condition	of	His	sheep.	
That’s	us.	Sheep.	
It’s	humbling	to	know	we	are	
meant	to	be	led.	But	all	four	
Gospels	report	that	disciples	of	
Jesus	listen,	obey	and	depend	on	
God.	We	get	to	receive	and	give	
out	God’s	grace.		
Many	Sunday’s	I’ve	concluded	
with	a	reminder	–	“keep	on	
sowing”.	We	may	be	astonished	
like	the	disciples.	How	can	we?	So	
little	we	have	to	offer.	Jesus	is	
telling	us,	depend	on	God.	
He’s	saying,	“I	know	you	don’t	
have	all	the	resources…but	I	am	
with	you	-	to	the	very	end.”	


